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“As Simeon enters the temple, he sees a family presenting their first-born son

before the priest. Their appearance bespeaks poverty; but Simeon understands
the warnings of the Spirit, and he is deeply impressed that the infant being
presented to the Lord is the Consolation of Israel, the One he has longed to see”

(The Desire of Ages, p. 55).
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do you think?

Voting—Agree or disagree (explain your response):

The awareness of people about Christ at the time of His birth
is likely to be similar to people’s preparedness before the
second coming of Jesus. Please explain your answer.

did you
know?

n the days of Noah, a people
loved God, kept His command-
ments, and got into the ark. In the
days of Abraham, a people loved
God, stepped out from the majority,
and kept His commandments. In the
days of ancient Israel, a people loved God
and kept His commandments. God called
them His chosen, His special people. In the
days of the New Testament, Peter preached
powerfully. Three thousand were baptized on
the day of Pentecost. As they were baptized,
they stepped out and became God's special
people to keep His commandments.”
“God's special people were
always characterized by obedi-
ence. They loved Him enough
to obey Him. They were
carved out from the majority.
They were a commandment-
D keeping people. God called
them from darkness to light—
from error to truth—from
commandment-breaking to
commandment-keeping.” “Just as in
every generation God has had a special people,
He has a special chosen people today” (Mark Finley,
What the Bible Says About, pp. 380, 381).
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punch lines

“You will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart”
(Jeremiah 29:13).

“Indeed He says, It is too small a thing that You should be My Ser-
vant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved
ones of Israel; T will also give You as a light to the Gentiles,
that You should be My salvation to the ends of the earth’ "
(Isaiah 49:6).

“I have waited for your salvation, O Lorb!"
(Genesis 49:18).

“But blessed are your eyes for they see, and
your ears for they hear; for assuredly, I say to
you that many prophets and righteous men
desired to see what you see, and did not see
it, and to hear what you hear, and did not
hear it" (Matthew 13:16, 17).

“Even so then, at this present time there
is a remnant according to the election of
grace” (Romans 11:5).

“But you are a chosen generation,
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His
own special people, that you may pro-
claim the praises of Him who called
you out of darkness into His marvelous
light” (1 Peter 2:9).

further

“Having undertaken our

redemption, He will spare

nothing, however dear, which

is necessary to the completion

of His work. No truth essential to

our salvation is withheld, no miracle

of mercy is neglected, no divine agency

is left unemployed. Favor is heaped upon

favor, gift upon gift. The whole treasury of

heaven is open to those He seeks to save.”—ilen G.
White, The Desire of Ages, p. 57
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connecting olife

Monday
Read Matthew 25:13 and Luke 2:25, 26.
he Key Text shows that there were a
few people at the time of Christ's birth
living with active expectation of the Messiah.
Why do you think they referred to the com-
ing Messiah as “the Consolation of Israel”?
There were many words and names used to
describe the coming Savior. How were these
names significant? What were the messages
contained in the names associated with the
Savior?

Tuesday
Read Matthew 24:14.
ead the quote from The Desire of Ages in
the Hashlight section of this lesson and
imagine how Simeon and Anna must have
lived each day. How would you describe their
experience as they discovered that the Mes-
siah had been born and was before their very
eyes? What lesson is there in this passage
for you today? How can you share the hope
about Jesus’ coming with someone whenever
the opportunity arises?
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Wednesday
Read Revelation 14:6-12.
s you read the passages listed in the
Punch Lines section of this week's lesson,
which verse speaks most prominently to you
today?

Rewrite Jeremiah 29:13 in your own words, /this week's reading*\

but try not to use any of the major words or :

hrasis already in thgtext (If 031 need more The Desire onges (or Humble
P y -y Hero), chapters 4; 5.
space, use the Notes section in the back of
your book.) *Humble Hero is a special adaptation of The Desire of Ages, created
by the Ellen G. White Estate and Pacific Press®. Get more informa-
tion about it at http://www.cornerstoneconnections.net/article
/191/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companionbooks#.URIhF1r
\ BOYs. By following the weekly reading plan, you will read at least

one book of the Conflict of the Ages series each year. /
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