LESSON 11
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PREPARING TO TEACH

l. SYNOPSIS

Talk about an elder statesman—according to bib-
lical evidence, when Israel conquered Canaan Joshua
was the oldest Israelite around. And what a life he’d
lived! He had probably baked in the hot Egyptian sun
slaving on Pharaoh’s projects; watched in awe as the
10 plagues brought a nation to its knees; celebrated
salvation on the seashore; fought Amalekites in the
desert; accompanied Moses partway up Mount Sinai;
spied on the Promised Land; and four decades later
led the Israelites to V|ctory after victory in Canaan.
‘When Joshua talked, people listened. In his farewell
message Joshua reminded his. people how God had
led them, then cut to the chase: Servé God and pros-,
per, or ignore Him and . . . disaster.

Joshua led the people in renewing their covenant
with God, yet drew a clear line in the sand for them. -
Commitment s serious stuff, he insisted. God is a ‘
~ jealous God. He'll settle for nothing less than all we '

‘have in us—our thoughts, our actions; our motives,
~our minds. He’s responsible for everything- good

that’s happened to. us, and now He wants us to

return the favor.

ltwasa high calling, but never forget that even this

was rooted in grace. As God reminded the Israelites,
“| sent the hornet ahead of you, which drove them out
before you. . .. '
and bow. So | gave you a land on which you did not
toil and cities you did not build; and you live in them
and eat from vineyards and olive groves that yo’u did
. not plant” (Joshua 24 12, 13 NIV)

-Gommentary: Patriarchs and Prophets (or Beg/nn/ng of the
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Scrlpture Sto Joshua 23; 24

Ena‘) chapter 49,

Wl.EXPLORE 7

You did not do it with your own sword /

In this lesson your students will explore such

issues as:

+ The dual deceptions of assuming God will over-
look sin, and the idea that people can somehow
be “good enough” to be saved.

+ The importance of serving God out of love rather
than “what’s in it for me” or fear of judgment.

+ The surety that God will do as He’s promised.

. TARGET

The students will:

* Know that God is faithful when we foIIow H|r7‘|

- Feel the call to serve /God wholeheartedly,
knowing that God is always eager to accept

. them no matter what.

Respond by consrdermg the choice Joshua
offered.

/

/
/

Spiritual Giftsand Ministries, Seventh- day Adventlst

. Fundamental Bellefs, No 17
“God bestows upon all members of His church in

- every age sp|r|tual g;fts that each member is to employ
in loving m|n|stry for the common good of the church
and ‘of humanity. leen by the ‘agency pf the Hon-r,.f i
Spirit, who apportions- to each member as He Wl||S G
the gifts provide all abilities and ministries needed e
by the church to fulfill its divinely ordained functions. -

According to the Scriptures, these gifts include such
ministries as faith, ‘healing, prophecy, ‘oroclamation,,,

teaching, administration, reconciliation, compassion,
and self-sacrificing service and chanty for the help
and encouragement of people. Some members are G
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called of God and endowed by the Spirit for functions
recognized by the church in pastoral, evangelistic, and
teaching ministries particularly needed to equip the
members for service, to build up the church to spiritual
maturity, and to foster unity of the faith and knowledge
of God. When members employ these spiritual gifts as
faithful stewards of God’s varied grace, the church is
protected from the destructive influence of false doc-
trine, grows with a growth that is from God, and is built
up in faith and love. (Acts 6:1-7; Rom. 12:4-8; 1 Cor.
12:7-11, 27, 28; Eph. 4:8, 11-16; 1 Tim. 3:1-13; 1 Peter
4:10, 11.)”

TEACHING
l. GETTING STARTED

Activity
Refer the students to the What Do You Think?
section of their lesson. After they have completed it,
discuss their responses.
Discuss the meaning of “courage” as Joshua
used it. Ask your students to give examples of some
of the most courageous actions they’ve ever seen.

IIIustratlon
Share this ///ustrat/on in your own words:
\t was the perfeot scam.
Casinos run by Anqerlcan Indlan trlbes wanted

influential people to: lobby on their behalf: Enter Jack

Abramoff, the man with all' the right connections.

When legislators tried to shut them down, AbramOfrfr :
was there, happy to help them stay in business—for :
the right ‘price of course. When a casino wanted

the government to shut down a competing casino,
\ Abramoff was there too, Iendmg a hand. In*fact, he
as sometimes even helping ‘out the competing

P ,.~:casmo at the exact same tlme That way, no matter
i . which side won, he was making moqey, and lots of it.

I 1999 the State of Alabama conS|dered start-

ing its own rottery For the Choctaw tribe in neigh-
'_‘bonng Mississippi, that meant compet|t|on for their
v oasmos so they called on Abramoff. Abramoff called
~ his old friend Ralph Reed, who had become famous
as the first director of the political group Christian '
i ‘Coalltlon Abramoff paid Reed $1. 3 million to encour- °
“ "‘» age Alabaman Christians to oppose the state lottery.

_ With radio ads starring Focus on the Family

',ff\f_oUnderl_Jém.es_ Dobson, church bulletin inserts,

phone banks spreading the word, and pastors ral-
lying their congregations, Alabaman Christians felt
involved in a great moral cause. What they didn’t
know was that the money they were using to oppose
the spread of gambling came from a casino.

The sad saga reminds us that, as Jesus said, “No
one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one
and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one
and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and
money” (Matthew 6:24, NIV). Abramoff has pleaded
guilty to conspiracy, fraud, and tax evasion, and the
careers of his friends have been forever tarnished.

Like the story of Achan, Joshua’s farewell mes-
sage reminds us that we can’t serve both God and the
world—we must make a choice. While God’s grace
is always available, we’ll live with the consequences
and hamper God’s blessings if we try to live a double
life, with one foot in God’s camp and another in the
world’s.

ll. TEACHING THE STORY

Bridge to the Story

Share the following in your own words:

“doshua fought the battle of Jericho, and the walls
came a-tumblin’ down.” Impressive stuff—but no less
impressive than his legacy of a nation that gave its
heart to God for two generations. Joshua laid it on the
line: There are no two ways about it—are you gomg to

~ follow God or do your own thing?

-“Make your choice,” Joshua said. “You can. fol-
low the useless gods your ancestors worshipped,

' - who did nothing for them, or you can follow God.-I'm
following God, and my family is too,” Joshua said..
“How about you?” : o

""Out' of the Story for Teachers

After you read the Into the Story section with your

o : students use the following in your own words to pro-»
. cess it with them. \ :
By its very nature, love can’t be compelled

~ When Joshua echoed Moses’ call to follow God (see

Deuteronomy 30), he wanted the Israelites to serve God

: “ willingly, as a natural _response to God'’s love for them.

Following God requires dedication and commit-

~ment. How did God recommend the Israelites maintain

their ?oous on Him? Have a student read Deuteronomy
6:4-9 an
who strio’tly follow' Judaism keep a."small parchment;

11:13-21. Explain that even today people

\



inscribed with the words from Deuteronomy 6:4-9
and 11:13-21, attached to each of their doorposts.
The scroll and the container it comes in is known as a
mezuzah. Ask your students for their ideas about how
we can apply this principle to our spiritual lives today.

Ask your students to give one-word reactions to
the word “law.” Why does the law so often have such
a negative connotation? How has the devil distorted
people’s ideas of following God wholeheartedly? Have
a student read Luke 18:18-23. How would a typical
modern person relate to that story?

The Israelites loved God’s law. Divide your stu-
dents into groups, each reading a different section of
the lengthy Psalm 119. Have each group find reasons
why Psalm 119’s author rejoiced in the law, and share
their answers with the larger group. (Unless your group
is particularly large, you probably won’t want to cover
the entire psalm.) Answers might include that the law
gives life, brings freedom, strengthens the spirit, keeps
people from being selfish, etc.

Even so, people today have many distorted views
of God’s laws. If possible, share your own testimony or
have a guest tell how their view of God’s law changed
as the Holy Spirit led them, and how God has blessed
since they came to better understand Him. Challenge
your students to live with a heavenly focus, as Jesus
charged in the story of the rich young ruler.

/
/
o/

‘Sharing Context and Background

Use the following information to shed more (Iight : '

e

on the story for your students. Share it in your own
words.

Worshipping Canaanite gods such as Baal or
Asherah was a tricky, iffy business, but it definitely
kept you busy. Problem was, the gods were just so
hard to figure out. Canaanites believed their gods
needed to be reminded regularly to take good care
of them, to keep sending rain and sunshine in healthy
amounts, to make their babies healthy, to keep their
crops from being wiped out by a turn of the weather.
Fertility was everything to the Canaanites, so their
religious rituals always reminded the gods where food
and babies came from.

You could never be sure what pleased the pagan
gods, but God laid it out clearly for the lIsraelites.
The Creator God didn’t need to be coaxed out of His
celestial cave to help His people. Here at last was a
God you could trust, could take at His word. God took
the guesswork out of godhood by covenanting with
people: You do this, and I’ll take care of you. I'll watch
out for you—in fact, I'll lavish you with blessings you’ll
have to see to believe. It was a religion based not on
rituals, but on relationship.

The apostle John contrasted it this way: “God is
light; in him there is no darkness at all. If we claim to

" have fellowship with him and yet walk in the dark-

ness, we lie and do not live out the tr’uth.But’ if we
walk in the light, as he is in the Iig/hX,'we have fellow-

‘ship with one another, and the‘blood of Jesus, his

Son, purifies us from all sin”‘(’1/ John'_ 1':5-7,-N:IV). ;

—

-

Teaching From . ..

if they have committed it to memory.

e Key Text
Invite the students to share the key text with
the class if they have committed it to memory.
¢ Flashlight
Read the Flashlight statement, pointing out
that most of the time it is from the commen-
tary on this week’s story found in the book
Patriarchs and Prophets. Ask what relation-
ship they see between the statement and what
they have just discussed from Out of the Story.

Refer your students to the other sections of their lesson. Invite students to share the key text with the class

~

® Punch Lines
Point out to your students the verses listed
in their lesson that relate to this week’s story.
Have them share the verse that spoke most
directly to them and allow them to explain why
they chose it.

e Further Insight
Ask them how the quote in Further Insight con-
veys the point of the story in this lesson.
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Tips for Top-Notch Teaching

Temperamental Thinking

Think and apply—those are two of your most
important goals for your students in each week’s
class. You want them to think through the topic
and grasp its relevance to and implication for
their lives. You want them to apply what’s been
discussed to their everyday lives.

Every class is made up of different tempera-
ments. Some students have something to say
about everything, and need to be encouraged
to give other students a chance to speak. Other
students need to be gently brought out of their
comfort zones before they’ll speak up. Even so,
every student has the capacity to surprise you.
As you guide ydur students through a topic,
always keep in mind how the issties can shape
their ever,yday lives.. Human nature—and God’s
love—haven’t changed'in 3,000 years. For a les-
son like this week’s, whlch centers on taking a
stand, help your studen\ts see that following God
isn’t just a list of dos and don’ts; it’s an attitude,
understanding, and relationship that shape how
they face everythihg in‘life. & '

Y Y

lll. CLOSING

Activity

_;..___-_;_‘_'_-____________.'

r
/4

101 199Vd /

Close \Wlth an actlwty and debrief it in your own

words. J :

If we just live life looking for somethlng “big” to
\Qappen we’ll miss out. Life is made, up. of a lot of little
seemlngly small choices. EIIen White wrote “We little
know \the bearing of our acts upon \’r\he expenence of

\

others. What we do or say may seem to us of little
moment, when, could our eyes be opened, we should
see that upon it depended the most important results
for good or for evil” (The Ministry of Healing, p. 483).
Challenge your students with the fact that living
for God won’t begin at some distant date—it begins
today. Challenge them to look for opportunities to
make a difference in everything they do. As Carl
Wilkins, a Seventh-day Adventist who saved lives
during the 1994 Rwandan genocide, tells audiences
today, each day every one of us has a chance to
make a difference. “We have the opportunity. We
have the ability. Even in small things, like picking up a
piece of trash in the parking lot. . . . Do you do it? And
you struggle back and forth in your mind. But if we
don’t do the small things, we won’t do the large ones.
. That’s when the most horrible things in the world
happen. When good people do nothing.”
Make a difference.

Summary
Share the following thoughts in your own words:
Joshua called his people to choose—or lose out.
There was still much territory left to conquer, and
complacency would only lead to calamity. The people
would either move forward in faith, or drift into disaster.
Today a world awaits us that knows too little of
God’s love, and needs us to demonstrate it. People

wander lost without a clear understanding of God’s

mercy, patience, forgiveness, and’ eagerness to
transform us. Jesus offers new life to all who call on
Him. Jesus calls us to live in joyful expectation of His

~ soon return, and Matthew 25:34-36. tells us some
of how we should spend our time as Christians ina.
broken world. It’s a no-compromise life of courage in .

fche face of adversity, care and compassion for those
“shattered by sin,’ commitment to Christ’s principles

of love and faithfulness, and creative expressions of

' God’s character.

Remlnd the students about the readlng plan which WI|| take them through, the

: msplred commentary of the Bible, the Confllct of the Ages Series. The readmg that
/" goes with this lesson is Patriarchs and Prophets (or Beginning of the End ), chapter 49.

\
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| STUDENT LESSON
ﬁerlpture Story: Joshua 23; oy
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CORNERSTONECONMECTIONS
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Commentary: Patriarchs and Prophets (or Beg/nnmg of the End)

- chapter 49. -

~

key r;J

“The aged leader urged the people to consider . . . and to decide if they really desired to live as
did the degraded idolatrous nations around them. If it seemed evil to them to serve Jehovah,
the source of power, the fountain of blessing, let them that day choose whom they would serve.

.. The gods of the Amorites had not been able to protect their worshipers. Because of their
abominable and debasing sins, that wicked nation had been destroyed, and the good land
which they once possessed had been given to God’s people. What folly for Israel to choose the
deities for whose worship the Amorites had been destroyed! ‘As for me and my house,” said
Joshua, ‘we will serve Jehovah.’ . . . His appeals called forth the unhesitating response, ‘God
forbid that we should forsake Jehovah, to serve other gods’ ” (Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 523).

“But if servmg the LorD seems
undeSIrable to you, then choose for

serve, whether the' gode*your an?

' me and my household we WI|| serve
the Lorp.” '

* (Joshua 24:15, NIV)
D

yourselves this day whq_m you ‘.Wlllv ;

cestors served beyond the Euphra- .
tes, Or the gods of the Amontes in |
whose land you are living. But asfor |

95
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to the right or to
the left. Do not asso-
ciate with these nations that

remain among you; do -not invoke
the names of their gods or swear by
them. You must not serve them or bow
down to them. But you are to hold fast
to the Lorp your God, as you have
until now. ’

do you think?

Consider the following multiple-choice questions. Which
answers do you agree with?
Courage is:
a. The willingness to put everything on the line for what
you believe.
b. An attitude that isn’t blocked by obstacles and
pushes forward with faith.
¢. The ability to focus on what'’s truly important.

“ “The Lorbp has driven out before you
I NTO great and powerful nations; to this day
no one has been able to withstand
- you. . . . Sobe very careful to love the
Lorp your God. . : .

STO RY . “ ‘Now |-am about to go the way of all

; the earth. You know with all your heart
“After a long time had and soul that not one of all the good
passed and the Lorp had given  promises the Lorp your God gave you

What tempted the Israelites to turn from God in
Joshua'’s time?

a. The Canaanite religions.

b. Following God was just too compli-

cated.
¢. They got too comfortable in their new Israel rest from all their enemies ~ has failed. Every promise has been ful-
land. around them, Joshua, by .then-a filled; not orle has failed. But just as all

very-old man, summoned all Israel ~ the good things the Lorp your God has /
... and said to them: ‘l am very old. ~ promised you have come to-you, so ;
You yourselves have seen every- he will bring on-you all the evil things
thing the LorD your God has doneto  he has threatened, until the LorD your
all these nations for your sake; itwas  God has destroyed you from this good
the Lorp your God ‘who fought for  land he has given you.” ”
you. Remember-how | have allotted :
as an inheritance for your tribes all  “ ‘Now fear the Lorp and serve him

the land of the nations that remain—  with all faithfulness. Throw away ,

the nations 1 conquered—between  the gods )}our ancestors worshiped | -

the Jordan and the Mediterranean  beyond the Euphrates River and in
Sea in the west. The Lorp your Egypt, and serve the Lomp. But if
God himself will push them out - serving the LorD seems undesirable to

for your sake. He will drive them  you, then choose for yourselves this

out before you, and you will day whom you will serve, whether the
take possession of their land, gods your -ancestors served beyond
as'the Lorp your God prom-  the Euphrates, or the gods of the
ised you. Amorites, in whose land you are living.

g But as for me and my household, we

“ ‘Be very strong; be  will serve the Lorp.’ ” i
careful to obey all / i
that is written in ‘ Woshua23:1-9, 11, 14-16; 24:14, 15, NIV) |
in the Book of the
Law of Moses,
without
turning
_aside

d. They started thinking they could
handle things themselves.

did you
know?

oshua gathered the Israelites
at Shechem, one of the cities
of refuge, for his final message
to them. Shechem was where
Joseph’s brothers sold him into
slavery, and Joshua 24:32 (NIV) tells
us that Joseph’s bones, brought from Egypt,
were buried at Shechem “in the tract of land that
Jacob bought for a hundred pieces
of silver.” Meeting in Shechem
reminded the Israelites that they
had come full circle—from set-
tling in Egypt, to enslavement by
jealous rulers, to providential escape,
D to finally settling again in the
land God had promised half a
millennium before. Joseph's life story
was the Israelites’ 500-year history in
miniature—from favored son to enslavement
to exalted authority. Joshua reminded them that if
they were as faithful to God as Joseph had been, things
would only get better.
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punch lines

“Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the
Father is not in them. For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of
the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the world.
The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives
forever” (1 John 2:15-17, NIV).

ouT
STORY

True or false: God would rather you'/be a hypocritical
Christian than an overt atheist.

“Do not envy the violent or choose any of their ways. For
the Lorp detests the perverse but takes the upright into his
confidence. The LorD’s curse is on the house of the wicked,
but he blesses the home of the righteous. He mocks
proud mockers but shows favor to the humble and
oppressed” (Proverbs 3:31-34, NIV).

God always gives people a choice as to how they’ll resﬁond. :
Why 'do people find following God so difficult?

“What good will it be for someone to gain the

whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can

anyone give in exchange for their soul?” (Mat-
thew 16:26, NIV).

Is it easier or harder to follow God now than it was in Joshua’s time—in
today’s big business, media-saturated, technologically -advanced world
with a longer Bible to read-and Christianify pretty well-respected in society?
Was it easier or harder in Joshua’s day, with living memories of amazing
miracles, a specific covenant of blessing and curses to follow, and a clearer
contrast between pagan depravity and true devotion?

“Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or perse-
cution or famine or nakedness or danger or
sword? As it is written: ‘For your sake we
face death all day long; we are considered
as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all
these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us” (Romans
8:35-37, NIv).

As you look over your life, has God been faithful to'you? Have: you been
faithful to God? How might the two be related?

further

/ ;
Joshua urged the Israelites to be careful of |nterm)inghng with the Ca-
naanites. Jesus charged Christians to spread out }and make disciples
of all nations. What's different about Jesus’ mlssmn forus? What part
of Joshua’s advice should we take to heart? :

“By yielding up your will
to Christ, you ally your-
self with the power that is
above all principalities and
powers. You will have strength
from above to hold you stead-
fast, and thus through constant sur-
render to God you will be enabled to
live the new life, even the life of faith.”
—Ellen G. White, Steps to Christ, p. 48.

,//

"Uhder/ine the three phrases, promises, or commands
that speak the most urgently to you from the Into
the Story passage.
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life

connecting

Sabbath

Read Joshua 23:6-8.

his week’s What Do You Think? ex'plores

the meaning of courage. Joshua equates
courage with moral strength of character. How
does living a Christ-centered life require cour-
age? What modern idols does the world face
today, and how can Christians courageously
take a stand against them?

'

Sunday

Read Ephesians 2:8.

Read this week’s Into, the Story and Out of
the Story. The questions explore issues of

our relationship with God, God'’s faithfulngss to

us, and our relationship and witness to others.

People often get tripped up by two different and
equally false ideas about God—that God will
excuse their sin without their repentance and
that we can somehow achieve salvation through
our own efforts. God calls us to rely completely

- on Him. Ellen White wrote: “While they trusted

in their own strength and righteousness, it was
impossible for them to secure the pardon of their
sins; they could not meet the claims of God's
perfect law, and it was in vain that they pledged
themselves to serve God. It was only by faith in
Christ that they could secure pardon of sin, and
receive strength to‘obey God's law. They must

~ cease to rely upon their own efforts for salvation,

they must trust wholly.in the merits of the prom-
ised Saviour, if they would be accepted of God”

\(Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 524).

That’s grace. Why do you think some people
have such a hard time accepting grace,
whether it means letting go of sin or their own

- misguided efforts to be“good enough™?

' Monday \

Read Joshua 24:15.
f you grew up- attending church, you've
probably heard it any number of times—a

call to serve God wholeheartedly. The text
reminds us as well that God always gives us a
choice. Joshua painted a word picture of the
Israelites” experience so that everyone would
have a clear understanding of the situation,
without excuse, but the choice remained.

When the Israelites vowed to follow God,
Joshua charged them to get rid of their idols.
What changes could you, your family, and
church make to follow God more fully?

Tuesday

Read Proverbs 13:22; 28:8; and Ecclesiastes
2:26.

his week’s Flashlight quote tells about the

Amorites coming under judgment for their
sins of selfishness and their possessions, their
“blessings,” being given to others.

What do these verses tell us about our priori-
ties in life? How can we avoid the Canaanites’
fate?

Wednesday

ead the Punch Lines from this week’s

lesson. The world has a way of getting us
down—either through tempting us with quick
fixes and shortcuts to happiness, or by shout-
ing that God can’t be trusted and we might as
well give up. This week’s Punch Lines remind
us that we can trust God to help us handle all
life’s obstacles. Read them and consider the
following questions:

How can we balance our rejection of what
the world stands for with showing grace and
acceptance to those still caught in its web?

How has God led in your life and in your family’s
history? Has He been faithful? What does it
mean for God to be faithful?

Why do people envy the wicked? Despite
what some prominent preachers say, Chris-

tianity offers no guarantee of prosperity” in
this earthly life. Do God’s blessings make up
for any lack of prosperity? In what ways can
prosperity be a curse? (Use the Notes pages
in the back of your study guide.)

Thursday
Read Joshua 1:7-18.
ld habits die hard. Despite all they'd
seen of God’s love and power, people
in Joshua's time were still worshipping other
gods on the side.

Joshua created a new landmark in Shechem
to remind people of their commitment to God.
What landmarks of faith can you look back on
and/or create to remind you of God’s power
and promises? Write a song, draw-a picture,
or build ;something that will; like the stone
Joshua placed at Shechem, remind you of
how God has led in your life.

Friday
Read Romans 12:2.

oshua left behind a legacy of faithfulness
Jand commitment that inspired people to
follow God for themselves. Who do you look
up to as a truly inspiring “godly person”?
What sets them apart and makes their exam-
ple so inspiring? How have they impacted you
and your choices? -

w

his week’s reading™

reading plan, you will read at least one book of

98

Conflict of the Ages Series each year.

Patriarchs and Prophets (or Be-
ginning of the End), chapter 49.

*Beginning of the End is a special adaptation of
Patriarchs and Prophets, created for you by the Ellen
G. White Estate and Pacific Press®. Get more infor-
mation about it at www.cornerstoneconnections.
/article/191/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-compan
ion-books#.URINF1rBOYs. By following the weekly

net

the

/




