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flash

“The doctrine of the Second Advent is the very keynote of the Sacred Scriptures. From
the day when the first pair turned their sorrowing steps from Eden, the children of faith
have waited the coming of the Promised One to break the destroyer’s power and bring
them again to the lost Paradise. Holy men of old looked forward to the advent of the

Messiah in glory, as the consummation of their hope” (The Great Controversy, p. 299).
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Which do you think is the most powerful motivation for being
watchful for the second coming of Christ? Rank according to the
strongest emotion you feel (1-strongest; 4-least strong).
__ Fear of being lost
__ Guilt for past
__ Desire for sin to be over
____Longing to be with Jesus

Why did you answer this way? If you could rank
your motivation according to what you think is the
ideal, what would be first on your list? Why?

did you
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usher in the reign of righteous-
ness has inspired the most sub-
lime and impassioned utterances
of the sacred writers. The poets
and prophets of the Bible have dwelt upon it in
words glowing with celestial fire” (Ellen G. White,
The Great Controversy, p. 300).
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punch lines

“Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying,
‘Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming,
and of the end of the age?’” (Matthew 24:3, NKJV).

“This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.
For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters,
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,
without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers,
incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, trai-
tors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than
lovers of God; having a form of godliness, but denying
the power thereof: from such turn away” (2 Timothy
3:1-5, KJV).

“Knowing this first, that there shall come in
the last days scoffers, walking after their own
lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of his
coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all
things continue as they were from the begin-
ning of the creation. . . . But, beloved, be
not ignorant of this one thing, that one day
is with the Lord as a thousand years, and
a thousand years as one day” (2 Peter

3:3, 4, 8, KJV).

“Behold, he cometh with clouds; and
every eye shall see him, and they also
which pierced him: and all kindreds of
the earth shall wail because of him. Even
s0, Amen” (Revelation 1:7, KJV).

“Look, | am coming soon! My reward

is with me, and | will give to each person

according to what they have done. | am

the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the

Last, the Beginning and the End” (Revela-
tion 22:12, 13, NIV).

“The coming of the Lord has been in
all ages the hope of His true followers.”
—Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy, p. 302
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ers of the heavens will be shaken.” This text
seems to indicate that people will be aware
that something is going wrong on earth and
it will cause fear, but their fear will come too
late, for Christ will be coming at that point.
Knowing that something is wrong is not
enough. We must know Christ. When believ-
ers hear of the events that cause others to be
afraid, what should be their response?

Tuesday
R ead the quote from The Great Contro-
versy in the Flashlight section of this
lesson and reflect on the truth that the Second
Coming is the “keynote” theme of Scripture.
Reflect on what it would look like in our
churches if the second coming of Christ were
the “keynote theme of all church life.” There is
a saying that reads, “People can be so heav-
enly minded that they are no earthly good.”
Does this saying apply to those who long for
the coming of Christ? Whom do you know who
lives with their feet firmly on earth but with
their hearts and eyes directed toward heaven?
What is their impact on others?

Wednesday
s you read the passages listed in the
Punch Lines section of this week’s les-
son, which verse urges you to be ready?
Which verse causes you to worry about friends
who are lost? Why do you think this verse is
particularly relevant to you today?

Thursday

Read 1 Peter 3:15.

T alking to God and to others about the
coming of the Lord heightens your aware-

ness and your anticipation of that day. Every

time you pray, take a few moments to talk to

God about His return and see how it shapes

your overall outlook that day. In your interac-

ﬁlis week’s reading* \

The Great Controversy,(or Love
Under Fire), chapters 16, 17.

*Love Under Fire is a special adaptation of The Great
Controversy, created for you by the Ellen G. White
Estate and Pacific Press. Get more information about it
at http://www.cornerstoneconnections.net/article/191
/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companion-books
#.URIhF1rB0O9s. By following the weekly reading plan,
you will read at least one book of the Conflict of the
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Ages Series each year.
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